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Abstract 

Indonesian State College of Accountancy is a popular higher education 

institution destination among undergraduate students. To be able to study 

there, candidates have to pass English entrance test as one of the required 

examination. However, considering that English has broad understanding of 

materials, it must be a problem for candidates who are lack in English. In 

reflect of that, the study aims to help candidates or ESP learners understand 

exact English material that is examined as well as its detail explanation. 

Qualitative approach is applied, aligned with content analysis conducted to 

examine, summarize, and report the data in a descriptive script. As the result, 

there are two main English skill tested; Grammar skill with its branches of 

material and Reading skill. Specific materials are mainly and clearly 

described as well. 

Keywords: Material Specification, English Entrance Test, Indonesian State College of 

Accountancy 

Introduction 

Every country has its own main language, as stated by Gao (2006) that I t is because 

language is included as a part of culture. Learning more than one language will be very 

beneficial for not only people will study and discover vary culture around the world, but it 

also gives learners advantage in some purposes, such as widening relationship by making 

friend across country, enriching knowledge by reading books in foreign language, 

increasing chance in getting some jobs correlated with specific language and so forth. For 

that or many other purposes, learning English is one of the best choices since it is 

international language. Supported by (Crystal, 2003) stating that English is a global and 

the most important language proven with the fact that English is estimated used by 

1,837,286,153 people in total around the world covering Europe, United State and non-

European, and British dependencies. 
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The wide spread of English makes the language itself important that many countries 

apply English as either major or secondary lesson to be taught, and Indonesia is one of 

these. Public schools in Indonesia put English as a concern aimed for learners mastering 

such material, even independent and Islamic schools also apply this program. Additionally, 

there are also some institutions is built in purpose for mastering English. 

Another example considering that English is important and known as a global 

language is that many Government basis educational institutions require candidates and 

enthusiasts to pass English examination. One of them is Indonesian State College of 

Accountancy (STAN) which is higher education institution. STAN is a popular higher 

education institution destination among undergraduate students, because it is not an 

exaggeration by knowing that students of STAN is not only completely free of tuition fee, 

but also good career and guaranteed directly work as government employees right after 

graduation meaning that they will get high salary (Public Relation of STAN, 2017). STAN 

popularity is also supported by the high number of applicants, as stated by Praditya (2017, 

April) that 8 categories of Government basis educational institutions open registration in 

2017 with the data of applicant reaching 284,697, and counted that applicant of STAN 

reaching 166,315, meaning that more than half applicants in total take a great interest in 

continuing higher education in STAN. 

As it is mentioned previously that STAN requires applicants to pass one of 

examinations which is English test, meaning that every applicant has not only at least know 

and understand what is English at glance, but also understanding specific materials inside. 

This requirement English test or entrance test of STAN can be categorized as English for 

specific purpose (ESP) which generally meant that applicants learn English in purpose for 

passing English entrance test of STAN, as stated by Hutchinson and Waters (1987) that 

English learners have their own reason regarding the goal, even it is only the need to pass 

the test. 

As the applicants is considered as ESP learners encountering English entrance test 

of STAN, there arise issues and problems regarding applicants’ difficulties of knowing 

specific materials to be tested since English learning has broad understanding of materials 

to be mastered, and even the fact that STAN also does not give any clue of what materials 

is going to be tested. Additionally, mastering English may give a higher chance of learners 
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passing the test, but it is not a guarantee since they may lack when encountering tricky 

questions in the test, meaning that they need to get used to do it. 

Knowing these issues, the author wants to discover, collect, and categorize English 

materials that is tested in the entrance test of STAN. By doing so, the author hopes it will 

be useful for undergraduate students that have a plan to continue their study to a higher 

education institution in STAN. In a specific goal, the author aims to help candidates and 

enthusiasts to master exact English material after knowing what is discovered of English 

material that is examined as well as its detail explanation. Furthermore, the paper scope is 

entrance test of STAN, and English materials as the study limit. Therefore, the paper 

focuses on material specification for English entrance test of STAN. 

Comparing to other previous studies that has similar issue as the current one, the 

author found a study entitled “Developing ESP Teaching Materials for the Students of the 

Software Engineering based on Problem Based Learning at the Al-Washliyah Teladan 

Vocational School” by Hasibuan, R. F., Gurning, B., & Setia, E. (2015). The study was 

aimed to discover language skills and materials needed by Software Engineering Students 

and to develop materials of English language for Software Engineering Department. The 

result of the study revealed that reading material were mostly irrelevant considering 

inappropriate title for the content provided. Another study found by the author is entitled 

Language for business: effective needs assessment, syllabus design and materials 

preparation in a practical ESP case study by Edwards (2000). This paper was designed to 

create effective needs assessment, syllabus design, and material preparation for ESP learner 

in reflect of underprepared EFL teachers encountering ESP assignment they are asked to 

do, and is especially of value to newcomers to the field of ESP. The last study correlated 

to the current one found by the author entitled. Needs Analysis and Material Development 

in English for Specific Purposes in Relation to English for Islamic Studies by Adhabiyyah 

Abudhahir, Mahanum Mahdun, & ‘Aliyatulmuna Nor. (2014). It reflects a new branch of 

ESP called English for Islamic Studies or EIS. This study aimed to find out appropriate and 

fit method in designing the best syllabus and materials to be used in EIS. Those studies 

have the same subject as the current study which is material development of English for 

Specific Purposes, however it differs from the object of the study which the current is 

discussing about English entrance test, meanwhile the previous studies discussed as limited 
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to software engineering, practical ESP in special business, and English for Islamic Studies 

as a new branch department. 

Definition of Terms 

Material Specification refers to specific English materials should be understood and 

mastered in order to answer questions in the test. 

STAN Entrance Test refers to English test that is held by STAN as the requirement to be 

passed. 

Literature Review 

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) is historically emerged in unplanned way, it is 

rather a term arouse by the huge amount of approaches which have been implemented in a 

various way around the world, as Hutchinson and Waters (1987) stated that there are three 

main reasons underlying the term ESP. The first is regarding to the situation and condition 

happened in the end of the Second World War in 1945, there was an enormous growth in 

many activities around the world including science, economy, and technology. The most 

noticeable phenomenon is the great power of United States economy, and this underlies 

people around the world to learn English, purposely not for knowing the language, but their 

goal was to participate and balance the development of commerce and technology. The 

second reason was in 1978, learning English is always correlated to linguistic mastery or 

grammar usage, but the new studies discover that English is aimed for real communication. 

The last reason was underlid by educational psychology which the study emphasized on 

learners’ needs and interests, this is an important consideration in which would influence 

their motivation and effectiveness in learning English. Furthermore, Hutchinson and 

Walters noted that the last reason stated previously tend to be the dominant factor which 

emphasis on linguistics and specific varieties of language use. For that reason, ESP should 

properly be defined as an approach for English language teaching which is aimed to 

specific and either clear or apparent reasons for learning. 

After defining what ESP is, the next step is questioning the reason lies behind 

learners learning English. In general, English courses are aiming to learners understanding 

either vary materials or skills related to it, but actually it always be possible to gain deeper 

and specify learners’ needs, why do they learn English? This becomes significant 

considering that learners will increasingly motivated since they feel that their needs are 
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noted and achieved. Hutchinson and Walters stated that target needs play important role 

before designing the materials as well as Howard and Major (2004) said that teacher has a 

significant role in it, they may choose materials to achieve effective English teaching. 

Target need as mentioned can be associated with either language skills such as reading, 

listening, writing, speaking, and grammar or materials related to those skills. As the 

example regarding reading skill, there are two useful techniques for comprehending 

passage in reading, as Grellet (1981) stated that learners quickly read the text to get the 

general meaning such as main idea, and this is called skimming. Meanwhile, in scanning, 

Learners quickly look for a particular piece of information such as word synonym. 

Method 

The author will apply qualitative study as Ary, Jacobs, Irvine, & Walker (2013) 

stated that the approach to gain deep understanding of a specific group or event, rather than 

analysis of numeric data of large sample of population. This research can be categorized 

descriptive research to describe and get information about the current condition of certain 

objects. Furthermore, the descriptive qualitative method is meant to describe clearly 

materials that is specifically tested in English entrance test of STAN. For collecting the 

data, the researcher used documents to gain an understanding of the phenomenon of the 

study as well as Ary et. al. said that the term documents refers to any written, physical, and 

visual materials, it can be personal such as diaries and letters, and official such as files and 

reports. In a procedural way, the author first collected the data which is English entrance 

tests of STAN in 3 previous years, then analyzed it. 

After collecting the data, the author conducted content analysis. Cohen, Manion, & 

Morrison (2013) stated that content analysis is mainly to examine, summarize, and report 

the collected written data. In this case, the author first searched for keywords in every 

question, and then categorized it into specific English materials. Furthermore, the author 

summarized materials that is tested in English entrance test of STAN.  

Findings and Discussion 

Based on the data collected which is 3 years earlier English entrance test of STAN, 

the author categorizes that there are four types of question. The first type is Structure and 

Written Expression, the second type is Cloze Question, the third type is Error Recognition, 
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and the fourth type is Reading Comprehension. Those four types of question are found in 

all 3 years earlier English entrance test of STAN. Specifically, the author put four types of 

question into two main skills which the first up to third types are included as Grammar 

skill, and the fourth type is included as Reading skill. In addition, the author also finds that 

there always be 40 questions regarding Grammar material with the rest 20 questions 

regarding Reading material. For further specific description, the author divides the data 

into two main discussion. 

Grammar 

Table 1. Specific Grammar Materials Frequency 

No. Year/Material 2017 2016 2015 

1 Inversion 4 4 2 

2 Conditional Sentence 1 1 2 

3 Subjunctive 2 2 - 

4 Causative 1 1 - 

5 Participle 3 - 1 

6 Gerund & to Infinitive 3 4 3 

7 Consecutives 2 3 - 

8 Tenses 3 - 2 

9 Noun & Pronoun 2 3 2 

10 Concordances 3 - - 

11 Conjunction & Preposition 5 7 7 

12 Clauses 4 5 4 

13 Adjective & Adverb 2 2 2 

14 Comparative Degree 2 1 - 

15 Modal - 3 3 

16 Elliptical Sentence - 1 - 

17 Tag Question 1 1 - 

18 Parallelism 1 - 3 

19 Article 1 - - 

20 Passive Voice - - 1 

21 Derivation - 1 4 

22 Redundancy - - 1 

23 Phrase - - 3 

24 Non-Progressive Verb - 1 - 
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In grammar section, the author finds 24 specific materials. those materials need to 

be mastered in order to complete the test easier. Here the author divides grammar question 

on 3 years earlier test in Table 1. There are materials that are always been tested in previous 

3 years test, and there are also materials that have high frequency to be tested. It can be 

inferred that those materials are the most significant one to master. 

Reading 

In case of reading skill, the author divides such skill into 2 reading technique based 

on Grellet’s statement; skimming and scanning. Furthermore, he also categorizes questions 

of English entrance test of STAN into 6 specific materials; main idea, detail information, 

closed meaning, reference, inference, and text genre. Here is the frequency of each material 

in 3 years earlier test. 

Table 2. Specific Test Material Frequency in 3 Years earlier 

Year/Material 2017 2016 2015 Total 

Main Idea 2 3 3 8 

Detail Information 3 2 2 7 

Closed Meaning 4 4 4 12 

Reference 3 3 3 9 

Inference/Conclusion 7 7 8 22 

Text Genre 1 1 - 2 

Specifically, the author classifies main idea, inference, and text genre into material 

that needs skimming reading technique, because those materials are related to passage 

general meaning. Meanwhile, detail information, closed meaning, and reference materials 

are classified into scanning reading technique since it directly can be found by looking for 

specific word. Furthermore, the classification of reading technique frequency can be seen 

in Figure 1. 

Those are the materials tested in English entrance test of STAN. Every candidate 

of STAN must be having a goal which is passing the test. They do not need to study every 

single English material since they learn English in purpose only for achieving the goal. As 

stated by Hutchinson and Walters, gaining deeper and specifying learners’ needs that will 

become significant in increasing their motivation since they feel that their needs are noted 
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and achieved. They at least have to master what is described in this study findings regarding 

materials tested based on 3 years earlier tests. 

Figure 1. Classification of Reading Technique Frequency 

 

Conclusion and Suggestion 

As the conclusion, there are 24 specific grammar materials tested in 3 years earlier 

English entrance test of STAN. Although the study describes frequency of every grammar 

material tested, it does not mean that candidates may leave the lower frequency materials 

since there is no guarantee that the next test has the same frequency level. Therefore, it is 

better to master all those 24 materials. Meanwhile, in relation to reading skill, there are two 

techniques covering six materials tested in English entrance test of STAN, which are main 

idea, detail information, closed meaning, reference, inference, and text genre. Learners 

need to master those materials in order to easily complete and finish the test. They also 

need to consider that skimming and scanning technique are counted slightly equal in the 

findings, it only differs by 4%, meaning that candidates should master both techniques. 

Having consideration on ESP, candidates of STAN have various different English 

background, it is still appropriate to specify English materials to master since they have 

48%
52%

Scanning Skimming
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their own purpose, in this case is passing the test. As learning specific English materials is 

what the candidates need, so it will increase their motivation to learn since the reason 

underlying them learning English is noted. 

For future study, the author suggests two focuses forwarding the current study, the 

first focus is developing materials that has been found in the current study, and the second 

focus is finding appropriate teaching method for ESP learners which is more challenging 

than the first one considering learners vary background knowledge of English. 
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